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FunMation is a publication of fun activities and information for families with young children published by
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May
May's a month of happy sounds,
The hum of buzzing bees,
The chirp of little baby birds
And the song of a gentle breeze.

Kite Flying
On many spring days I wish that I
Could be a kite flying in the sky.
I would climb high toward the sun
And chase the clouds. Oh, what fun!
Whichever way the wind chanced to blow
Is the way that I would go.
I'd fly up, up, up. I'd fly down, down, down.
Then I'd spin round and round and round.
Finally I'd float softly to the ground.

Songs & Poems
Flowers Everywhere
Tune: "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star"
Flowers, flowers everywhere,
In the garden, in my hair.
In the vase, at the store,
On the table, on the door.
What a lovely time of year,
Flowers blooming, bringing cheer.

Buzzing Around the Room
Tune: “When Johnny Comes Marching Home
A bee is buzzing round the room,
Buzz buzz, buzz buzz.
A bee is buzzing round the room,
Buzz buzz, buzz buzz.
He'll buzz around the room once more,
And then he'll buzz right out the door.

Four Little Ducks
Four little ducks went out one day,
Over the hill and far away.
Mother duck, said, “Quack, Quack, Quack”
But only three little ducks came waddling back.
Three little ducks went out one day,
Over the hill and far away.
Mother duck, said, “Quack, Quack, Quack”
But only two little ducks came waddling back.
Two little ducks went out one day,
Over the hill and far away.
Mother duck, said, “Quack, Quack, Quack”
But only one little duck came waddling back.
One little duck went out one day,
Over the hill and far away.
Mother duck said, “Quack, Quack, Quack,”
And no little ducks came waddling back.
Mother duck went out that day,
Over the hill and far away.
Mother duck said, “It’s time to come back”
And the four little ducks came waddling back.

And we'll all be glad when
He is gone once more.

Butterfly, Butterfly
Tune: “This Old Man”
Butterfly, butterfly
Flying way up in the sky.
With a flutter, flutter here
And a flutter, flutter there
You just flutter everywhere.
On the grass, on the tree,
On the flower, then on me.
With a flutter, flutter here
And a flutter, flutter there
You just flutter everywhere.

Family Activities
Homemade Side Walk Chalk
What you’ll need:





1 tbsp self-rising flour
food colouring in the colours of your choice (I used Wilton icing gels)
see below
1 tbsp salt
little bit of water (start with 1/4 tsp)

Directions:








Combine your flour and salt in a small bowl.
Add a little bit of water and stir until you get a smooth, thin paste
(about the same consistency of stirred yogurt). If you let it sit for too
long and the consistency gets thicker, then just add a few drops of water to thin it out.
Add your food colouring, and mix well.
Get some sturdy cardstock or thin cardboard, and some paintbrushes or
q-tips, and get creating!
To get the paint to puff up, pop it into the microwave for 30 seconds
and watch your painting puff up.
The art work will be warm when it gets out of the oven but it will be
set. Just let the artwork cool down for a few minutes.
http://happyhooligans.ca/homemade-puffy-paint/

Bumble Bee Art
What you’ll need:








12 x 18 inch piece of thick, white paper (construction paper)
Scraps of white and black paper
Black pipe cleaners
Tempera paint in black and yellow
Paintbrush
Scissors
Glue and/or tape

Directions:








Start by painting yellow and black stripes on a large white piece of paper.
Once the paint dries, fold your paper in half horizontally to cut out your bee
shape.
Draw a line on the back of the paper so your child will follow the line
while he/she cuts the paper. (Assist your child while cut the shape out).
Parents, cut out two white circles for eyes. Then let your child color black
dots in the center and glue them onto their bee.
Cut out a black stinger and let your child glue it on their bee.
Take two pipe cleaners and round the tops to form antenna for their bee.
Allow them to place the antennas on the back of the bumble bee and help
your child tape them down.
You can put some wings on the bee and hang up their spring art!

For more children’s activities, follow us on Pinterest!

What’s Cooking?
Zesty One Pan Chicken and Potato Bake
What you’ll need:






2 lbs. boneless skinless chicken thighs
4 potatoes
2 cups baby carrots
1
⁄2 cup Kraft light zesty Italian dressing
1
⁄4 cup parmesan cheese

Directions:
1. Place chicken pieces, cut up potatoes, and baby carrots in large
deep baking dish.
2. Drizzle with Kraft Zesty Italian Dressing.
3. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese.
4. Bake for 1 hour at 400 degrees Fahrenheit.
5. Before serving make sure to cut potatoes, carrots, and chicken
into smaller pieces for your child. Cut in bite size pieces.

Corn Casserole
What you’ll need:






1(8 ounce) box Jiffy cornbread mix
1(15 ounce) can whole kernel corn, drained
1(15 ounce) can creamed corn (not drained)
1cup sour cream
1
⁄2cup melted butter

Directions:
1. Mix all ingredients in a large bowl
2. Pour the mixed ingredients into (greased or sprayed with cooking
spray) 8x8" casserole dish.
3. Cook uncovered for 55-60 minutes at 350 degrees.
4. Let it sit and cool down before serving.

Elnora’s Peach Cobbler
What you’ll need:
 1 cup of milk
 1 cup self-rising flour
 1 cup white sugar
 1/2 cup butter, melted
 4 cups of sliced peaches
 1 tablespoon white sugar, or to taste (optional)
Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Grease an 11x17-inch baking dish.
Whisk milk, flour, and 1 cup sugar together in a bowl until blended; add
butter. Stir to combine.
Arrange peaches in prepared baking dish.
Sprinkle with 1 tablespoon sugar. Cover peaches with batter, without
stirring.
Bake in the preheated oven until browned and bubbling, about 40 minutes.

Male Involvement
Tips for Creating Healthy Father and Child Communication
Communication between a parent and child begins very early. Research on early brain development indicates that it is extremely important for parents to begin communicating with children from the day they are born (if not before). Talking to a child,
singing to a child, reading to a child, and touching a child are all forms of communication that stimulate a child’s physical, social,
emotional, and cognitive development. As children grow older, their ability to communicate and their knowledge of the rules of communication rapidly expand.



Think about who you are communicating with. Communicating with children, especially very young children, requires a
unique set of skills and a basic understanding of child development. Children can be effective communicators; however, they are
limited by their developmental capacities. For example, a newborn cannot verbally articulate his need for a diaper change. Instead, he
communicates this need through crying. A basic understanding of where a child lies on the developmental spectrum can prevent a
father from having unrealistic expectations concerning his child’s language and comprehension abilities. A related recommendation
for fathers is that they communicate on the same level as their child. Using language that children understand helps facilitate communication. This can also be done by physically coming down to the child’s level (e.g., bending down on one knee so that face-to-face
interaction can take place).



Pay attention to non-verbal messages. Parents and children communicate very strong messages through their non-verbal behavior. Facial expressions, body posture, hand gestures, and tone of voice are all examples of non-verbal communication. Fathers can
enhance their ability to communicate with their children by paying close attention to their children’s non-verbal messages. Children
do not always possess the vocabulary necessary to articulate their emotions; therefore, it is imperative that fathers learn to interpret
non-verbal behavior, as well as seek clarification when they are unclear how their children feel. Also, it is extremely important that
fathers understand the impact of their own non-verbal messages. For example, an angry glare from a father can have the same impact
as a harsh word.



Be an active listener. An essential aspect of effective parent-child communication is the ability and/or willingness to listen to
what children have to say. Being an active listener involves trying one’s best to understand the perspective of the other person. When
listening to a child, it is extremely important to pay close attention to his verbal and non-verbal messages. Fathers who actively listen
to their children acknowledge and respect their children’s point of view. For example, when listening to a child, a father can nod his
head or say, “I understand,” which conveys to the child that what he has to say is important. Another aspect of active listening is
seeking clarification from a child when the message is not understood. This can be done by simply asking, “What did you mean
when you said.?,” or “Help me understand what you are saying.”



Communicate frequently. In order to for a father to develop a strong relationship with his children, he must communicate with
them on a regular basis. Frequent communication enables a father to know the needs of his children. Fathers, whether they live with
their children or not, must create opportunities to talk and listen to their children. Communication can take place in a wide variety of
settings (e.g., at the dinner table, in the car, on the telephone, at bedtime, through letters, etc.).



Model effective communication skills. If fathers want their children to develop effective communication skills, they must be
willing to model these skills for their children. If fathers want their children to listen, they must listen to their children. If fathers want
their children to communicate their thoughts clearly and directly, then fathers must communicate their thoughts and feelings in a
clear and direct manner.
For more tips and information go to: http://fcs.tamu.edu/families/parenting/fathering/fathering_text/communication.php

Good Reads
May Books


Goodnight Already! By: Jory John



Oliver and Patch By: Claire Freedman



The New Small Person By: Lauren Child



Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt By Kate Messner



Fuzzy Bee and Friends By: Roger Priddy



Who Are They? By: Tana Hoban



Bird, Fly High By: Petr Horacek



Eating the Alphabet By: Lois Ehlert



Neighborhood Animals By: Marilyn Singer and Nadeem Zaidi



The Tiny Seed By: Eric Carle

Leon County Library events for March:




Collins Main Library:


Tuesdays and Wednesdays: Baby time from
10:00 a.m.– 11:00 a.m.



Thursdays: Story Time from 10:30 a.m.–
11:00 a.m.



Sunday : Family Time at 11:00 a.m.

Dr. B. L. Perry Jr. Branch:






Our Early Head Start Centers
Brandon’s Place at Lincoln
438 W. Brevard St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Budd Bell Early Learning Center
306 Laura Lee Ave.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Bright Beginnings
1344 S.W. Grand St.
Greenville, FL 32331

Jefferson County Early Head Start
395 E. Washington St.
Monticello, FL 32344

Bright Days
250 N.W. Hayne St.
Madison, FL 32340

Parkway Early Head Start
1410 E. Indian Head Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Fridays: Story Time at 10:00 a.m.

Madison Public Library


Mondays: Little Learners from 9:15 a.m.–
10:00 a.m.



Tuesdays: Preschool Story time from 10:30
a.m.—11:15 a.m. and Book Baby from 11:30
a.m.— 12:00 p.m.



Wednesdays: Toddler Time at 10:15 a.m.



Visit their site for more detailed events
throughout the month: http://
www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/calendar/
search

Jefferson County R.J. Bailar Public Library
 Thursdays: Children’s Story Time at 10:30
a.m.

@KidsInc3 @kidsincbb

Administrative Office
2326 Centerville Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 414– 9800
www.kidsincorporated.org
Email: info@kidsincorporated.org

